
Early Learning Comments 

A central location would be preferable. 
Agree on decision. 
All kids should have access to care and early ed. This builds a stronger community, 
allows for more capacity for families to work, bring more money home. It also builds a 
strong foundation for ALL students. Every child should have access to the same 
resources to be at the same play field starting K. 
All of the ideas sound like good ones to me.  Early learning could definitely use an 
upgraded facility and opening more space for families in need sounds fantastic! 
ALL students who need and want early education/preschool must have access to it. State 
responsibility 
As a member of the Facilities Committee that was a part of this recommendation, I was in 
agreement with the ideas presented by the IPPC committee before our work began. And, 
at the conclusion of the Facilities Committee I was even more in favor! Additionally, as a 
6th grade teacher, I feel the load every day of how much the curriculum and standards 
have ramped up. Our students deserve teachers who either already are experts or who can 
become experts in a fewer subjects and teach those subjects (ie science) in the most 
appropriate, learner-friendly spaces. Finally, as someone who has taught 6th graders for a 
very long time, I agree whole-heartedly that our 11-12 year olds are ready for middle 
school. I think if as an earlier jump up to the middle school campus as opposed to 
pushing them out of elementary school earlier. 
Best understanding of what young children need! 
Central location for all early education programs is an excellent idea! 
Children need to learn how to behave at school at the earliest age possible.  They need to 
be ready to sit and pay attention in Kindergarten. 
Combining ECE and Head Start with the Children's center makes sense to me - as a staff 
and parent of a child who attended SCC. Integrating all learning abilities and SES seems 
like a good idea for all children involved. 
Consider including Kindergarten along with pre-school in one early learning center. 
Could be exciting developments for our great district! 
Curious where the new school would go, and also think it would be nice to incorporate 
the co-ops back into the space. I'm speaking purely from my own experience as a former 
co-op participant, using the North City space was incredible and co-op is another 
affordable high quality pre-school option for families who have more time than financial 
resources. Having a pre-school campus where all the programs could share resources 
seems smart to me. 
Do it. 
Do these proposals ensure that no waiting list for preschools? I think this should be a top 
priority. I think making sure all students have access to preschool is far more important 
than spending money on a new building that houses everyone together. 
Do we still have access/ownership of Sunset Elementary? 
Early education is so important.  Let's be proactive! 
Early learning is crucial! 
Early learning is important work that we should be focusing on if we are to ever make a 
dent in the experience/opportunity gap. Getting kids started on the right track is crucial as 
they enter kindergarten. We also need to make sure we continue to offer opportunity for 
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all income levels. 

Early learning is key to student academic achievement and retention. 
Emphasis should be on making space for ALL shoreline preschool- age children who 
need preschool. My limited experience with shoreline children's center (extended care) is 
that while the service is excellent, availability is abysmal. 
Equity of early learning opportunities is very important for future school success for all 
students. 
Excellent and exciting idea to prepare our young ones for school. 
Excellent idea.  I hope that the new school has a fantastic, up-to-date library and librarian 
to serve the students. 
Excited to contemplate an early learning center; I agree that scenario would be a great 
way to serve our preschool population. 
Explaining the process and reasons for the recommendations was very helpful. 
Fully support this, but wonder how many hours per day are recommended. 
Fully support this. I am talking it up with all my neighbors and fellow parents. 
Great idea and commitment! 
Great idea to have all Early Childhood in one location. Also love the idea that with more 
space, more at risk students can have the opportunity to go to preschool. 
Great idea to put all the early learning sites together 
Great Idea! 
great plan 
Great suggestion. 
Having these programs in one location will allow staff to support and learn from each 
other. 
Housing all of these programs in one building is a wonderful idea. The opportunity to 
share resources and children and PD will benefit teachers and student learning. 
How wonderful that students with all abilities will be housed together! 
I absolutely love the idea of having a central, expanded learning center for early 
childhood education.  This will be a huge asset to the Shoreline Community. 
I agree that there shouldn't be a wait list of low income preschoolers.  They are the 
student that would generally most benefit from preschool. 
I agree three sites are suboptimal. 
I agree with providing more access to preschool and not separating the programs. 
I am interested in know what, if any, coordination there will be between Shoreline 
programs and other community preschool programs (e.g., Wonderland and others that 
were formerly housed at North City). 
I am most supportive of all preschoolers located in one central building. I love the sense 
of community. I feel no matter what elementary school your child goes to in Shoreline, 
after going to a centrally located preschool, they will know a few of their classmates. 
I am of the belief that early learning should be free or low-cost for every child. 
I am very excited about the early learning focus in Shoreline.  I have worked my career in 
Early Childhood, seen it's growth and development into a robust program.  I believe it 
will benefit learning, skills and kindergarten readiness for all students. 
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I am very supportive of the recommendations.  I have had direct experience with both the 
Early Childhood Education program (in fact, my family specifically moved to Shoreline 
vs. the east side to access the ECE program) and Shoreline Children's Center.   I think the 
idea of one campus specifically designed and resourced to support this demographic 
would truly provide a solid experience for our children and community.  And we 
absolutely need to expand capacity; significant waiting lists are tragic - these programs 
provide so much benefit for young children.  We need to invest here. 
I appreciate the focus on those crucial first five years.  It is my hope that early learning 
specialists will be involved with all stages of planning the building and program. 
I especially like the idea of having all the early learning programs housed in one place. 
I fully support moving 6th grade into middle school. It makes sense not only 
academically but also emotionally for the kids. Spending two years to transition from 
elementary to high school doesn't provide the emotional stability that they need. It also 
allows them to be around peers who are closer to them in age and share the same issues 
than 6th graders would share with kindergarteners. 
I fully support the proposals! 
I give my full support. 
I have taught both Preschool and Kindergarten. I love the idea of an early learning center, 
as it's a great way to share resources and work as a community. Preschool needs to be 
taken seriously. I really hope that this will be the start to more accountability and better 
wages for preschool teachers. 
I hesitate to see what a school of 400+ 2-5year olds will look like. 
I hope that people will be able to pay for childcare with DSHS in the new early learning 
center. I also hope that the ongoing growth of the region is considered so the space can 
grow with it and not become to small within a couple of years. 
I just really like the idea of having preschool/headstart and any other early learning all in 
one facility.  I also think it's a great way to really tease out which kids need support at an 
early age in the hopes that they will be more prepared to enter elementary school. In turn, 
I think the early learning programs can also help provide a space for those kids who may 
be of age but aren't really socially or emotionally to enter kindergarten another year--
some sort of a transitional class that is between the rigor of a pre-k and a kindergarten 
class. 
I like the idea of having all preschool programs together in one place to help with unity, 
equality and diversity...a plus for everyone! 
I like the idea of one facility/site for ages 4-5. I hope a library targeted at that age group 
will be included, with books for older children as well. Some kids can read far above 
their age level. I would like to see the tuition-based child care program remain as it is; the 
parents seem happy with the program in its current configuration. 
I like the Shoreline Children's Center, but I don't encourage nor support initiatives like 
Head Start because they encourage the notion of the government and taxpayers paying 
for their own children's needs. People should be more responsible for their own children's 
needs in order to raise up responsible children. The Federal government is ALREADY 
bankrupt. 
I love that Shoreline SD starts with what's best for our children when making such a big 
decision. 
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I love the idea of one site for the early learning students. I think it should be built so that 
no child that wants to attend preschool is forced to be on a wait list. 
I love the idea that our youngest kids in the district will all get equal access to learning. 
I previously taught Head Start and would love seeing it expanded somehow so that there 
are not 30 children on a wait list for such a valuable intervention. 
I really encourage this as early learning really helps children thrive once in elementary 
schools. 
I still have issue with how people can only make $24,000 a year...  My problem not 
yours.  The waiting lists figures were alarming. 
I strongly agree that our early learning education recommendation is important, because 
children should have the ability to be able obtain a strong early start to their educational 
path. Building a structure to help develop the needs of our future citizens is important. 
Children should have the opportunity to attend preschool if we are trying to help them 
reach their academic goals. We need to start early. 
I strongly believe that PreK should be available and FREE to all parents. This not only 
makes for an easy transition to Kinder but teaches our kids some of the social and 
emotions learning skills that are so necessary to a successful future in education. 
I support providing low-income families with free pre-school. 
I think a single location will allow more sharing of resources and possibly more access 
for low income families 
I think it is a smart move and the facilities are in desperate need of repairs. 
I think it's a great idea to have all early learning programs at the same site. And SCC 
definitely need to be remodeled or moved to a new facility. 
I think it's a great idea to house these programs on one campus, for the inclusion and 
access to all preschool students. 
I think it's great if you can clearly state who will be doing training and who will be 
monitoring that progress. 
I think one site for early learning programs is a good idea and will allow the community 
to more easily understand what services are available in the district. 
I think that having all programs in a central location would allow greater sharing of 
resources and knowledge. It would also allow for the building of a more appropriate 
facility. 
I think that is a lot of children for one building but it sounds like it was a well thought out 
plan. 
I think the data supports that earlier we can get high risk kids in school the better.  As a 
teacher of Kindergarten, I can attest to the impact I see Preschool having on learning 
readiness of my students. 
I think the recommendation is right on target! 
I think this is great for access to equity. Hopefully size of the facility will be taken into 
account. 
I think this should take priority over the other recommendations made, rebuilding and 
remodeling the other schools. 
I trust the people in charge and their recommendations! 
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I understand the concern about access for families from all over the district. I think that a 
the advantages of a comprehensive EL Center will out weigh the benefit of young 
children attending a neighborhood school. With an EL Center, family support can be 
targeted to parents of young children. 
I was distressed to learn that Head Start students are kept separate from Children's Center 
students, and relieved that the recommendation is to combine all of the early learning 
programs in one facility. I hope this also means combining all of the students in one 
student body. 
I was impressed with the strength of the group who considered so much important 
information. The dedication of the individuals (only 3 absences over the time span) and 
the groups understanding of the gravity of what they were considering. 
I was saddened to hear of the waitlist for Head Start. I am very supportive of plans to 
ensure all kids have an opportunity for preschool. 
I wish there was more discussion about social/behavioral effects of moving 6th grade up 
to middle school and how that will look. 
I would agree about renovating/rebuilding the buildings discussed but would reconsider 
the development of a completely new building for the pre-K programs as North City 
could be used for this.  I think just coming out of rebuilding the two high schools makes 
adding these additional buildings request somewhat overwhelming as there are often 
other infrastructure requirements to deal w these increasing populations facilities, i.e. 
public safety offices such as fire and police departments.  Has consideration been given 
to these agencies? 
I would be happy that more pre-school kids will get access to early childhood education. 
I would like to see students able to blend with each other among the 3 programs. 
I would like to see this expanded.  I wanted my son to attend, but the waitlist was too 
long.  We had just moved to Shoreline, so we couldn't prepare and put him on the list 
early.  So we had to find childcare elsewhere. 
I would love to see an early learning support team to go along with this. Similar to the 
coaches but tailored to preK and K teachers. 
I would miss them in the building, but happy for them. 
I would want to see more details about why one building/site would be preferable to one 
on each side of the district. 
I'd like to see options for the students and families who fall over income. My son is 3 and 
would greatly benefit from the program however we are personally unable to afford 
preschool. My financial situation is hindering my child's education. 
I'm a Briarcrest Parent and prior to the presentation had reviewed the pdf. The Grade 
Band Configuration page had most of my notes prior to presentation and during.  I 
personally attended a 7-9 middle school but graduated from a 9-12 high school when 
construction was over and 9th was moved up.  Appreciated the 3 links on research and 
explanation of why 7-9 was not working.  There was one friend who drove to school the 
last half of 9th grade.  Although a topic of conversation, there were no problems. The 
relationships between school, parent and student regarding responsibilities and needs to 
be defined and a workable definition with flexible with changing budgets. 
I'm excited about the early learning recommendations. 
Include an outdoor classroom in new site adjacent to "nature area" (forested area, garden, 
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etc) 
It is about time. I fully support the 6,7,8 model for middle school 
It is counterintuitive to have children who are living in low-income homes, who need 
schooling the most on a waiting list for preschool. 
It makes sense to centralize resources and maximize equity of access to them. 
It would be responsible in terms of equity to increase pre-school capacity--especially for 
lower income students. 
It’s a big expense. 
Like the idea of making preschool (particularly the PreK year) available to more families. 
Had not considered that opening full Kindergarten to all without fees would result in a 
more disparate class in terms of exposure to school and so definitely support trying to 
make it more equitable for preschool. 
Long overdue! 
Love a dedicated facility with the infrastructure to help little bodies. 
Love it!  Wondering where the new building would be and if the Head Start kids would 
be mixed in with kids whose parents pay full tuition?  Seems like that would bring more 
equity? 
LOVE that it is in one location - so much easier for the community to understand their 
options. 
Love the idea of a new preschool building with all the programs under one roof.  Feel 
strongly it is vital to have free preschool spots available to income qualifying families. 
Love to see this as large as possible! 
Make the facility larger to accommodate current community need but be prepared for 
growth. 
My child attended the Shoreline Children's Center and we were happy with the program 
and recognize the need for greater capacity in early learning programs in Shoreline. 
My daughter currently attends Shoreline Children's center.  I completely support the 
IPPC's recommendation to have a campus where all preschool students would attend 
together with adequate resources and space accommodations. 
My oldest daughter went through the ECE preschool program. What the teachers do for 
the students to get them ready for general education is amazing. They do need to be in 
their own building with as many opportunities to blend with other kids their age as much 
as possible. If it wasn't for developmental kindergarten, she would not have been able to 
move on to general education. She is flourishing at Einstein with all the support from 
everyone there. 
My only concern is the idea of having over 400 preschoolers in one location?  As one 
person commented, that sounds like one of the layers of hell.  Will it be configured like 
the Shoreline Co-op set-up at North City so they are separated a bit? 
My son is in 8th grade this year. I see the way he struggles to stay organized again this 
year, and wish that he had been able to begin the middle school model a year earlier. He 
is not particularly socially mature and yet I feel that he would have benefitted greatly 
from having another year to work with the staff at Einstein to prepare for high school. He 
has done very well academically, but it has been a challenging adjustment for all of us.  I 
feel we are just now getting used to middle school and he is already halfway done with 
the experience. 
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My son went through the Children's Center program as a preschooler and I love the idea 
that all the programs would be together and more children would be able to have this 
opportunity for early learning. 
My wife and I are networked with many young families in the Seattle area. A great many 
of them are seeking to move to the Shoreline area and support for young children is at the 
top of their minds. 
Need a new building for early learning because current one is sub-standard. Will be nice 
to have all early learning housed together. 
No comment on Parkwood. Only concern is about having so many young children 
clustered in one location in terms of emergency, safety, earthquake, etc. 
One location is not convenient for all families. 
Only makes sense to have one facility and offer programs for all, especially low income. 
Our son got so much out of the private daycare we were lucky enough to have him in. 
They did a limited number of days with a co-op preschool. I'm wondering if there are any 
similar opportunities factored into the committee's recommendation. 
Over the moon! I've spent the vast majority of my career here in Shoreline as an ECE 
special educator. I am so pleased to see this community embrace early learning and it's 
vital importance in students' overall educational success. 
Overdue 
Prior to this meeting, I had very little knowledge of early learning in Shoreline. It makes 
sense to me to have a Early learning hub in Shoreline. 
Safety and limitations due to age are the riskiest and need to be considered - can be most 
remedied by housing all three early learning programs on one site. 
Seems logical to have all of early learning in one location with age appropriate materials 
and facilities 
Seems to be an efficient and logical way to do this (for lack of a better way to state it) 
Shoreline has wonderful early childhood programs!  It's time to make sure all families 
have access to preschool that want it, and to update the facilities. 
So excited about this idea and the sharing and better utilization of our pre-K resources. 
So thankful Shoreline is committed to early childhood education. 
Sounds great. The more preschool opportunities, the better! 
sounds like a good plan 
Sounds like it needs to happen. 
Support the recommendation - just want to make sure site is big enough to handle future 
groups as well as current groups. 
Supportive 
Thank you to all the work that went into making these recommendations.  I only wish we 
could implement them sooner. 
The preschool stuff is much more important than the middle school, in my opinion. 
There's so much research that shows how important preschool is for children, I think that 
more money should go to insure that all who want to get into preschool are able to do so. 
The research around early learning is very compelling; substantive preK experience can 
be a key feature to our work toward ensuring equitable outcomes for our students.  I 
support Shoreline making this a higher priority. 
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The research is overwhelming that early childhood education is linked to better 
educational and career outcomes. The district needs to prioritize the space to meet the 
needs of all families. 
There are limited affordable preschool options so I would support this recommendation. 
They need a new space that makes sense for learning. 
This is a wonderful plan as long as transportation along with before/after care is 
provided. 
This is an excellent recommendation for all students, staff and families. A strong early 
childhood program will benefit all students in the future. 
This is really needed in our community. Early learning is such a critical piece of later 
school success. 
This will be fabulous!  I am so excited that more opportunities for inclusion and 
community will be available in the future. 
VERY excited about the idea of all Early Learning being under one roof!  Collaboration 
will be so much more fluid. 
Very excited at the prospect of an early learning center that will better meet the needs of 
our youngest students and allow for the district to better serve children with special needs 
in inclusive environments. 
Very exciting. Hooray for ECE. Unfortunate handling of North City Learning Center 
recapture. 
Very good presentation. 
Very supportive! I'm excited about the possibility of having a centralized location.  I 
think it'll be great for early childhood instructors to be able to work together.  I think it'll 
lead to a very strong program for our youngest learners. 
Want to make sure there is enough capacity in the building for current population AND 
growth! 
We have to me more equitable about early education 
We need to provide affordable options to all children.  Our society can't afford to lose out 
on great potential talent because the parents can't afford pre-school or our facilities lack 
capacity.  All kids need access to great pre-school to be prepared to succeed in school and 
life. 
We need to serve the low-income folks as MUCH as we can - this will support the 
students as they go through our program from K - 12. 
What a great statement to our commitment to serving all students and all families!  And 
congrats to those preschool, head start and ECE teachers for creating such a successful 
program that our preschool families want more! 
What an equitable and smart idea. 
What I didn't hear about the possible move to a 6-8th grade configuration was the current 
research that you looked at. The reasoning you use was that most school districts around 
us use the 6-8th grade model. Do researchers agree that this is best for kids? 
What provisions for non-school day care be - that is currently done by Shoreline 
Children's center 
The	  early	  learning	  recommendation	  sounds	  like	  a	  great	  way	  to	  effectively	  utilize	  
space	  and	  foster	  efficient	  collaboration	  between	  professionals.	  Additionally,	  I	  
would	  enjoy	  a	  brand	  new	  building!	  
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I	  see	  the	  value	  for	  both	  children	  and	  staff	  to	  house	  all	  early	  learning	  at	  the	  same	  
site.	  As	  a	  Shoreline	  Community	  Member,	  I	  need	  more	  information	  on	  how	  a	  
bond	  that	  includes	  a	  new	  Early	  Learning	  Center	  benefits	  the	  community	  since	  the	  
majority	  of	  these	  children	  are	  attending	  by	  paying	  tuition.	  Please	  provide	  more	  
information	  on	  this	  and	  how	  all	  Shoreline	  Children	  would	  be	  able	  to	  access	  this	  
opportunity.	  
This	  recommendation	  reflects	  current	  research	  	  -‐	  investments	  in	  quality	  early	  
learning	  pay	  off	  in	  better	  outcomes	  for	  students	  and	  for	  communities.	  It	  is	  
important	  that	  along	  with	  an	  improved	  and	  inclusive	  facility	  and	  playgrounds,	  
designed	  for	  early	  learning,	  a	  matching	  commitment	  is	  made	  to	  what	  it	  takes	  to	  
have	  optimum	  programming	  for	  all	  early	  learners.	  	  This	  would	  include	  the	  design	  
and	  delivery	  of	  developmentally	  appropriate	  instruction,	  family	  engagement	  
practices,	  and	  health	  and	  nutrition	  services	  that	  intentionally	  address	  issues	  of	  
access	  and	  equity.	  
Looking	  forward	  to	  the	  many	  benefits	  that	  will	  come	  from	  the	  recommendation	  
that	  prioritizes	  equity	  for	  our	  preschool	  students.	  
As	  Ms.	  Miner	  said,	  combining	  the	  3	  elements	  on	  one	  campus	  within	  one	  facility	  
will	  greatly	  facilitate	  collaboration	  and	  build	  strong	  relationships,	  all	  for	  the	  
benefit	  of	  the	  children	  and	  families.	  
My	  neighbor	  was	  a	  parent	  on	  the	  advisory	  committee.	  She’s	  been	  filling	  me	  in	  on	  
the	  details	  for	  a	  while	  now.	  As	  a	  parent	  of	  three	  and	  teacher	  at	  the	  Children’s	  
Center,	  this	  affects	  me	  in	  so	  many	  ways.	  	  I	  am	  very	  supportive	  of	  the	  bond	  and	  
cannot	  wait	  to	  see	  the	  results!	  
Combining	  the	  Early	  Learning	  Programs	  in	  one	  facility	  is	  a	  good	  use	  of	  resources	  
and	  I	  am	  looking	  forward	  to	  this	  recommendation	  becoming	  a	  reality.	  
It	  will	  be	  very	  important	  to	  include	  those	  who	  work	  on	  the	  front	  lines	  of	  
teaching...those	  in	  the	  classroom,	  lunchroom	  and	  specialists	  in	  the	  design	  team	  
committee.	  	  They	  have	  the	  first-‐hand	  experience	  about	  how	  space	  is	  used	  and	  
what	  is	  best	  for	  children.	  	  The	  outdoor	  learning	  environment	  is	  important	  as	  an	  
extension	  of	  the	  classroom.	  SCC	  is	  known	  for	  their	  innovative	  play	  spaces	  that	  
take	  learning	  outside.	  	  Please	  preserve	  what	  is	  there	  and	  have	  a	  plan	  to	  build	  on	  
this	  concept.	  
I	  like	  the	  idea	  of	  having	  all	  early	  learning	  combined	  under	  one	  roof.	  We	  can	  share	  
our	  knowledge	  and	  resources	  to	  create	  better	  learning	  environments.	  
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I	  am	  an	  Assistant	  Teacher	  at	  the	  Children’s	  Center	  and	  also	  went	  to	  this	  school,	  
then	  Meridian	  Park	  for	  Kindergarten	  in	  1964!	  The	  content	  and	  love,	  staff	  at	  this	  
school	  and	  all	  of	  it’s	  programs,	  including	  in-‐service	  days	  and	  our	  summer	  
program	  are	  valuable	  to	  the	  community	  and	  families,	  yet	  the	  building	  is	  very	  old.	  
I	  am	  excited	  for	  a	  new	  building	  and	  combining	  with	  ECE	  and	  Head	  Start.	  I	  see	  
challenges	  moving	  to	  a	  temporary	  facility	  for	  a	  year	  with	  the	  summer	  program	  in	  
full	  swing	  that	  begins	  immediately	  when	  the	  school	  year	  ends.	  I	  hope	  the	  years	  
of	  experience	  and	  commitment	  of	  the	  long	  term	  staff	  will	  not	  be	  overlooked	  or	  
changed.	  Early	  education	  knowledge	  is	  vital	  and	  professional	  development	  for	  
current	  and	  incoming	  staff,	  Respect	  among	  all	  of	  us	  is	  vital	  as	  well.	  	  I	  worry	  about	  
a	  division	  not	  inclusion.	  	  PBIS	  training	  for	  all	  of	  us	  using	  the	  same	  language	  and	  
practice	  is	  encouraging	  and	  important	  in	  this	  regard.	  Change	  is	  hard	  and	  not	  
easily	  accepted.	  Support	  on	  all	  levels,	  especially	  at	  the	  district	  level	  is	  
appreciated.	  We	  are	  not	  forgotten	  as	  a	  school	  in	  the	  District.	  
I	  am	  very	  excited	  about	  the	  new	  early	  childhood	  learning	  building.	  	  I	  would	  love	  
to	  see	  the	  music	  room	  near	  the	  gym	  for	  easy	  access	  for	  music/movement	  
classes.	  
 


